
THE MIND, as the Jewish 
philosopher Philo of  
Alexandria recognized two 
thousand years ago, does not 
operate by reason alone, but 
is also guided by powerful 
appetites and passions.

In every age, from biblical 
prophecy to Yiddish 
literature to Freud, Jews have 
acknowledged this essentially 
human irrationality in a 
myriad of  ways. This year’s 
research fellows at Penn’s 
Herbert D. Katz Center for 
Advanced Judaic Studies are 
focused on those aspects of  
internal life that lie beyond 
reason: emotions and feelings, 
the unconscious, sensation, 
imagination, mental illness, 
magic, and the intellect itself.

The Katz Center presents 
this first installment of  a 
year-long series of  public 
programs celebrating all 
things beyond reason. 
Through partnerships with 
local host institutions, 
the center’s fellows and 
colleagues connect with 
non-academic audiences in a 
spirit of  shared exploration.

EXPLORING EMOTION, THE UNCONSCIOUS, AND OTHER DIMENSIONS OF JEWS’ INNER LIVES

Civility and the Limits of  Reason
in Jewish Thought
MARTIN KAVKA

Monday, October 26 | 7:30 PM 
Congregation Beth Am Israel
1301 Hagys Ford Road, Penn Valley, PA 19072

Free and open to the public

The Herbert D. Katz Center for Advanced Judaic Studies at the University of Pennsylvania is a research institute devoted  to the
study of Jewish civilization in all its forms. Each year the center invites leading scholars from Europe, Israel, and the United States to

gather in Philadelphia and advance the state of research on a common theme.

katz.sas.upenn.edu   |   215-238-1290  |   

After Ferguson and Charleston, after the same-sex marriage ruling, after 
the Iran deal, it seems as if  American public discourse is more heated than 
ever. As passionate calls for truth and justice compete with pleas for calm 
and stability, Martin Kavka looks to Jewish thought—from the Talmud to 
the Kotzker Rebbe to Hannah Arendt—for insight into the balance between 
reason and diplomacy in conflict resolution.

Martin Kavka is an award winning author and professor of  Jewish thought 
and philosophy at Florida State University. An active public speaker and 
blogger, Kavka brings big ideas from both the Jewish and western traditions 
down to earth, asking how they articulate Jewish difference and commonality 
with the wider culture, and how they can be applied to current affairs.


